GENESIS 

LESSON 1 (GEN. 1:1 – 2:3)

CREATION

I. AUTHORSHIP AND DATE

For centuries, almost all Bible scholars have agreed that Moses was the author of Genesis and the Pentateuch. The Bible is full of direct and indirect testimonies to the Mosaic authorship: Ex.17:14, Deut.1:1, Josh.17:1, Mt.8:4, Mark 12:26, John 7:19. The real author of Genesis, and the entire Bible, is Almighty God, with Moses being the human instrument through whom God spoke. The date of its writing is uncertain, but most Bible historians believe it was probably written between 1500 and 1400 B.C. Genesis spans more time than any other book in the Bible, approximately 2370 years; in fact, it covers more time that the other sixty-five books combined. It is the oldest and most detailed record of ancient history in all the world (Adam Clarke’s Commentary).

II. DEFINITION OF TERMS

A. Bereshith – The Hebrew name for the book ("in the beginning") 

B. Septuagint – The oldest Greek translation of the O.T. (the first five books were completed about 270 B.C. – the rest were completed during the next 200 years). The first book was named geneseos, meaning origin or beginning. 

C. Torah – Hebrew word for the law, referring to the first five books of the O.T. 

D. Pentateuch – Greek name for the first five books of the O.T. 

E. Dead Sea Scrolls – Ancient manuscripts discovered in 1947 in caves near Qumran, a town on the northwestern shore of the Dead Sea. They include parts of all the books of the O.T., except Esther, and confirm that the text has been accurately transcribed since then.

III. HOW LONG WAS CREATION?

God gives no conclusive evidence as to the age of the earth - this is not a Bible question. Some in this "modern age" have speculated that millions, or even billions, of years elapsed between verses two and three of Gen. 1, thus "helping God" to harmonize the scriptures with evolutionary theory. God’s word says nothing regarding a long period of time between these verses; therefore, I think it is illogical for us to theorize that God’s creation took billions of years to accomplish. Most Bible scholars would generally agree that the period of time from Adam’s creation to the birth of Christ was approximately 4000 years, making the earth approximately 6000 years old, but all of these figures are. very uncertain. Eternal God is Master of all things, including time. He cannot be limited, in any sense, to time as man reckons time. He could have spoken the entire world into existence in an instant if He had so chosen, but He chose to do it in six days. Because His thoughts and ways are so much higher than mankind’s, most of eternity and creation are incomprehensible to our finite minds. We would be foolish in any attempt to "help God," as if we could and as if He needed it. Our approach to this question, and all others, should be to adhere to what the scriptures clearly state and to leave the remainder as the "secret things which belong to Jehovah our God," Deut. 29:29.

POINT TO CONSIDER: When God created Adam and Eve on day six, how old were they? (one day old). How old did they appear to be? (no one knows but they were mature, fully-functioning adults). In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, how old was the earth? (one day old). How old did the earth appear to be? No human being knows the answer to this question. Certainly God knew that man would eventually need fossil fuel (oil) for machinery. Could God have created an earth already stocked with these, and other, resources for mankind’s welfare? Of course He could have. He could have created an earth which was one day old but would appear to the human eye as being billions of years old. Remember, God’s thoughts are not our thoughts and His ways are not our ways, Is.55:8-9.
Similarly, much speculation is made in today’s modern era concerning the length of the six days of creation in Gen. 1. Verse five states that "there was evening and there was morning, one day." From all indications the Israelites understood the word day as meaning a normal twenty-four hour period, Ex. 20:9-11. For centuries devout Christians have understood the word day as meaning brief periods of time, such as our twenty-four hour days. It would be presumptuous to state emphatically that these six days were exactly twenty-four hour periods since no one, but God, knows what their exact duration was. It certainly would not require twenty-four hours for God to say, "Let there be light," and when the Master of the Universe decreed it, light surely would have appeared immediately. The basis for our calculating twenty-four hour days (the sun and moon) was not created until day four. However, Almighty God could certainly have decreed twenty-four hour days without the sun and moon if He so chose. Some cite the use of the word day in Gen. 2:4, 2 Pet. 3:8, Ps. 90:4, and 2 Cor. 6:2 to validate their belief that the days of Gen. 1 could be viewed as thousands, even millions, of years in duration. However, the context of these passages must be carefully considered. If we are honest with ourselves, we must admit that there are questions regarding creation for which we simply do not have the answers. God has told us everything we need to know, 2 Pet. 1:3. The safest approach to this, and all Bible questions, is to accept what the scriptures clearly state and to leave the rest as the "secret things which belong to Jehovah our God," Deut. 29:29. 

IV. THE CREATION OF THE WORLD 

Genesis 1 is the only believable account of creation ever to receive serious consideration from sober-minded, God-seeking people.

A. Day One (vs. 1-5) "In the beginning God" - Moses states very simply that God existed in the beginning. He makes no effort to prove that there is a God (Rom.1:18-20). 

The Hebrew word for God, Elohim, is plural, which implies a plurality of Persons ("us," 1:26). In the very first verse of the Bible, in His very name, God suggests a plurality of Persons and a unity of the Godhead, more fully revealed in the N.T. (Mt. 28:19, Acts 5:3-4, John 1:1-14). …"created" – the Hebrew word for "create" is bara (it means to create out of NOTHING; to cause existence where previously there was NONE). … "the heavens" – probably our Solar System is the meaning. …"the earth was waste and void" 

(pictures of the moon and Mars). …"the Spirit of God" (the Holy Spirit). "Light" was created before the sun, moon and stars (day 4, vs. 14-16). 

B. Day Two (vs. 6-8) "Let there be a firmament (expanse) in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters." I believe this expanse refers to the earth’s atmosphere where "birds of the heaven" fly (Jer. 15:3). The "waters above the firmament" would be the cloud formations, where millions of tons of water are constantly suspended in the atmosphere (Ps. 148:4). The "waters below the firmament" refers to the oceans, lakes, rivers, etc, on the earth, plus the fountains of the great deep. 
C. Day Three (vs. 9-13) "Let the waters below the heavens be gathered together in one place and let the dry land appear." There is more than enough water upon the earth to cover all the continents. Only by divine decree could such an act have taken place. We know today that all of the oceans are connected, literally, in one place. The only way Moses could have known this fact was by divine inspiration. Then God created all vegetation, with the "plants yielding seed after their own kind." 

D. Day Four (vs. 14-19) God created the sun, moon and stars. They give light to the earth and also "divide day from night, and serve for signs, seasons, days and years." The greater light (sun) was to rule the day and the lesser (moon) was to rule the night. He also positioned them at a precise distance from the earth. At some point, possibly day 1 or day 4, God inclined the earth at exactly the proper angle upon the plane of its orbit, thus allowing for day and night, seasons and years. 

E. Day Five (vs. 20-23) God created all the fish, great sea monsters, birds and all the species of life mentioned here. The perfect balance in creation that is still present in the ecological systems today could not have come into being except by divine planning and Almighty God’s decree. 

F. Day Six (vs. 24-31) God created all the living creatures, cattle, creeping things and beasts which roam the earth. Everything in both the animal and vegetable world was made according to its kind, so as to reproduce its own kind. To get an ear of corn, one must still plant corn seed. 

Then God created man in His own image (spirit). He gave man dominion over the rest of creation….. "male and female He created them." God told them to be fruitful and multiply, fill the earth, subdue it and rule over it. God’s divine plan was for man and woman to reproduce, populate the earth, and the home was His arrangement for doing so (it still is). 

G. Day Seven (2:1-3) God completed His work and rested. He blessed the seventh

day and sanctified it (What are the implications of this statement? Does it refer to the Sabbath Day in the Old Law?)

Questions

1. Do you see a relationship between day 1 and day 4? Day 2 and day 5? Day 3 and day six? What is it? 

2. God pronounced creation as being "good" seven times in Gen. 1. What is the significance of this statement? 

3. What did God provide for the animals to eat? What did He provide for man to eat? 

4. What is the significance of every living thing reproducing after its own kind?

GENESIS

LESSON 2 (GEN. 2:4 – 6:8)

ADAM & EVE; FALL OF MAN; THE UNGODLY MULTIPLY 

I. "This is the account of the heavens and the earth."

A. No shrub was in the earth and no plant of the field had sprouted because God had not sent rain upon the earth. There was no man to cultivate it. A mist use to rise from the earth to water the whole surface of the ground. 

B. God formed man out of the dust of the ground (not from a one cell animal) and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life.

C. God planted a garden toward the east in Eden and placed man there. God caused trees to grow, providing food and beauty. There were two special trees (1) the tree life and (2) the tree of knowledge of good and evil. Four rivers watered the garden. 

D. God put man into the garden to cultivate it and keep it. God commanded man not to eat of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, or he would die. He could eat of any other tree.

E. Out of the ground God formed every beast and bird, and God brought them to Adam for him to name. There was no helper suitable for Adam.

F. God knew that Adam needed a companion suitable, or corresponding, to him. He caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, took a rib from him, and fashioned the rib into woman. Adam said, "This is now bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman because she was taken out of Man."

G. Adam and Eve formed the first home. This was God’s design in creation, and it explains God’s purpose for marriage and creating a family; man and woman, one flesh. They were naked and not ashamed.

II. TEMPTATION AND SIN (Be prepared to discuss this section in detail.)
A. Satan appeared to Eve in the form of a serpent, Rev. 12:9. Eve was tempted by Satan’s deceit and lie, and she chose to disobey God. Eve persuaded Adam to sin. They realized their nakedness and shame; they sewed leaves together for loin coverings.

B. God confronted Adam and Eve in the garden where they were hiding from Him.  God called to Adam, and he said that he was afraid because he was naked so he hid. When asked about his sin, Adam blamed Eve. When asked about her sin, Eve blamed the serpent.

C. God pronounced judgement against each of those involved in sin. God cursed the serpent, making him lower than any other animal; Satan would "bruise the heel" of woman’s seed, but he would be dealt a mortal wound. 

D. Woman’s pain in childbirth would be greatly multiplied; her desire would be for her husband; her husband would rule over her.

E. Because of Adam’s sin, God cursed the ground with thorns and thistles. He would have to eat the plants of the field; earning his living was made more difficult. God made garments of skin for them to wear.

G. God drove Adam and Eve out of the garden, away from the tree of life. He placed a cherubim and a flaming sword east of the garden to guard the way to the tree of life. 

III. The Spread of Wickedness

A. After they were expelled from the Garden of Eden, Eve bore two sons, Cain and Abel. Both of them brought an offering to God. He accepted Abel’s offering but rejected Cain’s (read Heb. 11:4). Cain became angry and killed Abel, but when God questioned him, he acted like he knew nothing about it. God punished Cain by making him a fugitive and a vagabond. Cain left the presence of God and settled east of Eden in the land of Nod. Cain’s descendants became very evil, with Lamech killing a young man and boasting about it. 

B. Adam and Eve gave birth to another son, Seth. To Seth was born a son, Enosh. Then men began to call upon the name of the Lord. 

The Generations From Adam to Noah
GENESIS

LESSON 3 (GEN. 6:9 – 10:32)

NOAH AND THE FLOOD 

I. God Saves the Righteous

A. Man had become so wicked that God decided to destroy the world. Noah was a righteous man who walked with God. He found favor in the eyes of the Lord. 

B. Noah had three sons – Shem, Ham and Japheth. Noah and his family continued to serve God faithfully. When God decided to destroy the world, He determined that He would save Noah and his family. 

C. God told Noah to build an ark of gopher wood. He gave Noah very specific instructions as to its dimensions and other features. 

D. God told Noah that He would bring a flood upon all the earth and destroy all flesh, except for Noah, his family and certain animals. 

E. God told Noah to bring two animals of every kind, male and female, into the ark (he also was told to take seven pairs of clean animals, 7:2-3). He told Noah to bring food for the animals and his family. 

F. Noah did according to all that God commanded him.

I. The Flood

A. God told Noah and his family to enter the ark, and in seven days, He would send rain for forty days and forty nights. The flood would destroy every living thing on the face of the earth. The Lord closed the door behind him. 

B. Noah was six hundred years, two months, and seventeen days old when the flood came. The fountains of the deep were opened and the floodgates of the sky were opened. 

C. As the waters increased, the ark was lifted above the earth. The waters were fifteen feet higher than the highest mountains. Every living thing on the face of the earth was destroyed, and the waters prevailed upon the earth 150 days. 

D. God caused a wind to pass over the earth and the water subsided. He also closed the fountains of the deep and the floodgates of the sky. The water began to recede after 150 days. 

E. Exactly five months after it began to rain, the ark came to rest on Mt. Ararat. On the first day of the tenth month the tops of the mountains were seen. 

F. Forty days later, Noah sent out a raven, which did not return. Next, he sent out a dove, which, not being able to find food, did return. Seven days later, he sent out a dove a second time. This time the dove returned with an olive branch in its mouth. Seven days later, he sent the dove out again. This time the dove did not return. 

G. God told Noah to take his family and all of the animals off the ark. Noah built an altar to the Lord and offered burnt offerings of every clean animal. God was pleased with Noah’s sacrifice and made a promise that He would never again curse the ground because of man, even though He knew that the intent of man’s heart was evil from his youth. 

H. God blessed Noah and his family and told them to multiply and replenish the earth. He caused the animals to fear man. He allowed man to eat animals, but He forbade man to eat the blood of animals. He decreed that man should not kill his fellow-man. 

I. God made a covenant with Noah and his descendants that He would never again destroy the world with water and gave the rainbow as a sign of this lasting covenant. 

J. Noah became a farmer and planted a vineyard. He drank wine from the vineyard and became drunk. He lay naked in his tent. 

K. Ham saw his father’s nakedness and told his brothers. They respected Noah by not looking on his nakedness and covered him with a garment. 

L. When Noah realized what Ham had done, he pronounced a curse on Ham’s son, Canaan. 

M. Noah lived 350 years after the flood and died at the age of 950 years. 

N. The descendants of Japheth, Ham, Canaan and Shem are listed in chapter ten. 

O. The descendants of Japheth settled in the area from Media to Spain, including Asia Minor. They formed the nations along the northern coast of the Mediterranean Sea. 

P. The descendants of Ham settled in Egypt, Ethiopia, Canaan, Assyria and Arabia. 

Q. The descendants of Shem settled in Elam, an area north of Ninevah, Lydia, northwest of Palestine, and parts of Arabia.

GENESIS

LESSON 4 (GEN. 11:1 – 15:21)

TOWER OF BABEL; GOD’S COVENANT WITH ABRAM; 

LOT RESCUED 

I. The Tower of Babel

A. All of Noah’s descendants spoke the same language up to this point. They settled in the plains of Shinar and built a tower to reach up to heaven. They wanted to make a name for themselves and not be scattered over the earth. By building the tower, they showed a defiant attitude toward God because He told them to replenish the earth, which would mean dispersing the people. 

B. God was displeased with their actions so He confused their language and scattered them abroad over the whole earth. He restrained man’s sin and created the various nations and tongues, all of which was His divine plan. 

C. The family of Shem is traced in 11:10-26, down through Abram. Abram married Sarai, his half-sister, 20:12. 

I. God’s Covenant with Abram

A. God appeared to Abram when he was living in Haran and told him to leave his country and his father’s family and go to a land, which He would show him. He promised to make a great nation of Abram and that through his seed, all nations of the earth would be blessed. 

B. Abram believed God and obeyed Him. He took Sarai, Lot and all of his possessions and set out for the land of Canaan. He was seventy-five years old when he left for Canaan. 

C. Abram arrived in Canaan and went as far as Shechem. There God appeared to him and repeated the promise to him. Abram built an altar there to the Lord. He then went to Bethel and built an altar to God and worshiped Him there. 

D. There was a famine in the land so Abram went down to Egypt looking for food. Abram was afraid the Egyptians would kill him and take Sarai so he told her to say that she was his sister. 

E. The Egyptians were attracted to Sarai, and Pharoah took her into his house. God sent a plague on Pharoah and his house, convincing him to give Sarai back to Abram. He sent Abram away from Egypt and told his men to escort them. 

F. Abram, a very rich man by now, returned to Bethel. Lot had flocks and herds, also, and the land could not sustain all of them dwelling together. There was strife between Abram’s and Lot’s herdsmen. 
G. Abram told Lot that they should separate so that there would be no trouble between them. He allowed Lot to choose which portion of the land he wanted. 

H. Lot chose the well-watered plain near the Jordan River, toward Sodom and Gomorrah. Abram settled in the hill country of Canaan. 

I. God again repeated the promise to Abram. He moved to Hebron and built an altar to God there.

I. Abram Rescues Lot

A. Five kings of the plain rebelled against four kings of the north. The rebellion was defeated, and Lot and his family were captured as part of the bounty of war. 

B. When Abram heard of Lot’s capture, he took 318 men and pursued the northern armies. Abram caught up with them at Dan. He divided his forces and attacked at night. He was successful in rescuing Lot, his family and much of the wealth that was taken by these invading kings. 

C. On his way home, Abram was met by Melchizedek, king of Salem, who brought bread and wine to Abram’s men. He pronounced a blessing on Abram, who then paid tithes to Melchizedek. 

D. The king of Sodom told Abram to take the goods he had recaptured, for himself. Abram refused because of a promise he had made to God. 

I. God’s Promise of an Heir to Abram

A. God then appears to Abram and tells him the He will protect him, and that He is Abram’s reward. 

B. Abram asks God if one already born in his house is to be his heir, since he is childless. God tells him that one who will come from his own body will be his heir. He promised Abram that his seed would be as many as the stars of the heavens. To assure that Abram would believe Him, God made another covenant with him. 

C. God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Abram. He spoke to Abram in his sleep and told him that his descendants would be enslaved in a strange land for four hundred years but that they would return to the promised land. God then tells Abram what the boundaries of the promised land would be. 

