The beatitudes

Lesson 3 of 4
Matthew 5:7-8



I.
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy
Vine defines the word translated “merciful” in this beatitude as “not simply possessed of pity but actively compassionate.”  In Luke’s account of this teaching, the more forceful command “Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful” (Luke 6:36), uses a stronger word that means “pitiful, compassionate for the ills of others.”

1.
In what way do we commonly think of God showing mercy to us? (Ephesians 2:4-5)

2.
How do we most often think of showing mercy to other men? (Matthew 6:14-15, 18:33-35)


3.
In Luke 6:35-36, Jesus teaches that to be “sons of the Most High,” our mercy must be patterned after the mercy of God.


a.
At the end of verse 35, to what type of people does God show mercy?


b.
How should that influence our love for others, our doing good to others, and our lending to others? (35; but see also verses 27-33)


c.
Does this passage teach that being merciful to others involves more than the concept from question 2 above?


4.
Consider the parable of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10:25-37.


a.
How did the lawyer (whose self-justifying question prompted this parable) describe the actions of the Samaritan in caring for the Jew who had been robbed, beaten and left for dead? (37)

b.
What was on the heart of the Samaritan that motivated his actions? (33)


c.
What obstacles did the Samaritan overcome to carry out his acts of mercy? (see John 4:9)


5.
Consider the judgment scene of Matthew 25:31-46.


a.
What actions did Jesus ascribe to the righteous? (35-36)


b.
Were the righteous even aware of their actions? (37-38)


c.
Neither the righteous nor the unrighteous literally saw Jesus in need – what does this passage tell us about the habits of the righteous versus the unrighteous?


d.
How does Jesus describe the righteous in verse 34?  Do you see any echoes of Matthew 5?


6.
How might our behavior be perceived to be “merciful” while the condition of our heart is not? (Matthew 6:1-4)


7.
How might our feelings be inclined to compassion, but our actions fall short of being truly merciful? (James 2:15-16)


8.
What can we do to be more merciful in our lives?


II.
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God
While a heart of mercy will motivate someone to engage in good deeds, we often think of purity as a matter of avoiding evil deeds.  James teaches us that “This is pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father, to visit orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world” (James 1:27).  But the purity of our actions must arise from the purity of our hearts if we are to inherit the promise of seeing God.


1.
What evil things arise from the hearts of men? (Matthew 15:18-20)


2.
Even though a man may not commit murder, what can he harbor in his heart that would make him just as guilty?  (Matthew 5:22)


3.
Even though a man may not commit adultery, what can he harbor in his heart that would make him just as guilty? (Matthew 5:27-28)


4.
How did the scribes and Pharisees illustrate how men can appear to be righteous, but in their hearts be evil?  (Matthew 23:25-28)


5.
What relationship does John describe between pure, and seeing God? (I John 3:1-3)


6.
What steps can we take to maintain the purity of our hearts? (Philippians 4:8; I John 3:3)
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