
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

June 14th to July 26th, 2020  
TEACHERS:  Phillip Shumake & Jake Gibson 

 
CLASS GOALS:  

• To read the book of Proverbs with greater understanding of the poetic 
devices, primary sections, and consistent themes of the book.  
 

• To equip ourselves with key verses for making wise choices that are 
grounded in the fear of the Lord. 
 

• To see more clearly the great rewards of living with Godly wisdom. 
 

• To raise our awareness of the foolish and tragic dangers of living a 
wicked life.  
 

• To use the Proverbs to address and overcome personal struggles with 
Godly solutions. 

 

 

 



 
 

Class Schedule 

 
Lesson  Day Date Topic Text Teacher 

1 S 6/14/20 Intro: Fear of the Lord  Jake 
2 W 6/17/20 The Results of Wisdom Ch.  1-4 Jake 
3 S 6/21/20 Instructions for Marriage Ch. 5-7 Phillip 
4 W 6/24/20 Invitations of  

Wisdom and Folly 
Ch. 8-9 Phillip 

5 S 6/28/20 Heart of the Wise Ch. 10-22 Jake 
6 W 7/1/20 Heart of the Fool Ch. 10-22 Phillip 
7 S 7/5/20 Wisdom & Our Work Ch. 10-22 Jake 
8 W 7/8/20 Wisdom & Our Wealth Ch. 10-22 Phillip 
9 S 7/12/20 Wisdom & Our Speech Ch. 10-22 Jake 

10 W 7/15/20 Wisdom & 
 Our Relationships 

Ch. 10-22 Phillip 

11 S 7/19/20 Collections:  
Words of the Wise 

Ch. 22-24 Jake 

12 W 7/22/20 Collections:  
Hezekiah, Agur, & Lemuel 

Ch. 25-31a Phillip 

13 S 7/26/20 The Woman of Wisdom Ch. 31b Jake 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Lesson 1 – Introduction: Fear of the Lord 
 
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction.” (1:7 ESV) 

 

Textual/Factual Questions 

1. What is the purpose of the book, according to Solomon’s prologue? (1:1-7) 
 

 

2. List the different individuals involved in writing or collecting the texts in this book. 
 

 

3. In what section of the bible do we find the book of Proverbs? (Circle One) 
a. The Gospels 
b. Minor Prophets 
c. Law 
d. Wisdom poetry 

 
4. What does the book say is the beginning of knowledge and wisdom? (1:7; 9:10) 

 

 

Thought Questions 

5. Are proverbs true in all situations? (Consider passages like 15:1 and 22:6 in pondering this question) 

 

 

6. What does it mean for knowledge/wisdom to begin with the “fear of the Lord”? Will this type of wisdom 
differ from worldly ideas about wisdom?  

 

 

 

Application 

- Commit to reading this book slowly and carefully throughout this segment to try and fulfill its intended 
purpose (1:1-7) in your own mind and heart.  

 

 

 



 
 
Lesson 2 – Results of Wisdom (Ch. 1-4) 
“Blessed is the one who finds wisdom, and the one who gets understanding, for the gain from her is better than 
gain from silver and her profit better than gold. She is more precious than jewels, and nothing you desire can 
compare with her. Long life is in her right hand; in her left hand are riches and honor. Her ways are ways of 
pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. She is a tree of life to those who lay hold of her; those who hold her 
fast are called blessed.” (3:13-18) 

 

Textual/Factual Questions 

1. What can be the value of a father’s and mother’s instruction to their child? (1:8-9) 

 

2. Read 1:20-33. What is Wisdom offering to those who hear? (v. 23) What will happen to those who 
listen? What about those who refuse to listen? 
 

 

3. Who does the Lord reprove? (3:11-12) 

 

4. How and why do we need to guard our heart? (4:23) 

 

Thought Questions 

5. Read 2:1-22. List all the different benefits of seeking wisdom described in this chapter and try to 
summarize the emphasis.  

 

6. Chapter 3:5 is a familiar verse to many. What lessons can we take from the rest of the chapter about 
what it means to trust in the Lord?  

 

7. Read 4:26-27. How does the metaphor of walking on a path help us to be upright and avoid evil?  

 

Application 

- Proverbs places the value and preciousness of wisdom above all else. Do I place it above all else and 
seek after it as such? If not, re-commit to a pursuit of the Lord’s wisdom and the blessings therein.  

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Lesson 3 – Instructions for Marriage (5-7) 
 
“Drink water from your own cistern, And fresh water from your own well.” 5:15 (NASB) 

 

Textual/Factual Questions 

1. What are the specific aims of the parents in Proverbs 5… 
a. Vs. 1-2 
b. Vs. 7-8 
c. Vs. 21 

 
2. Proverbs 5 is not just a warning. It is also a positive description of a happy love life. Which verses 

address the positive aspects of a healthy love life?  Which verse proves that the parents are giving 
these instructions for marriage? 
 

 

3. The warnings of chapter 6 all have a common theme.  What do these verses have in common: 
a. 6:11 
b. 6:15 
c. 6:26 
d. 6:31 

 
4. In Proverbs 7 the father gives his son many general danger signs to help him learn from the foolish 

choices of others. These warnings help alert the young man that this is a place, time, or person to flee. 
What signs of trouble should young men and young women beware of according to these verses? 

a. Vs. 10-11 
b. Vs. 15 
c. Vs. 19 
d. Vs. 21 

 

Thought Questions 

5. 5:22 says he will be ”held with the cords of his sins.” What long-term consequences of sexual sin must 
we be warned about? 

 

6. It is easy to mistake these chapters as only dealing with the lust of the flesh. Chapter 7 specifically 
mentions the heart (7:3, 7:25).  Why is the heart so important to guard to avoid sexual sin? 

 

Application 

- In Our Marriage: 5:15-19 emphasize devotion, joy, and gratitude. Look for ways to emphasize these 
qualities in your marriage. 

- In Our Parenting: These chapters appear to be a sequence of conversations. Determine to teach each 
of the blessings and warnings of these chapters to your children sooner rather than later over a series 
of age-appropriate conversations. 



 
 
Lesson 4 – Invitations of Wisdom & Folly (8-9) 
 
“Does not wisdom call, And understanding lift up her voice? (8:1)  

 

Textual/Factual Questions 

1. What is wisdom superior to in 8:10-11? 
 
 

2. Who makes good use of wisdom in their works? 
a. 8:15-16 
b. 8:20-21 
c. 8:22 
d. 8:32-34 

 
3. Chapter 8 and 9 personify wisdom and foolishness as two very different women, both of whom are 

inviting people to live according to their counsel.  What are the similarities and differences in the calls of 
wisdom and folly? 

a. The Woman of Wisdom Calls: 9:1-6 
 
 

b. The Woman of Folly Calls: 9:13-18 

 

Thought Questions 

4. 8:13 describes wisdom and evil as exclusive. Why must we choose only one between them? 

 

5. According to 9:7-12, how must we respond to correction, reproof, and instructions in order to be wise? 
What can foster this proper response? 
 
 

6. The woman of folly has an evil view of the world and how to succeed.  What mindset is the woman of 
folly appealing to in 9:17? 

 

Application 

- Choose 3 verses from these chapters that stand out to you as the most useful for your current season 
of life.  Copy them, word for word, into the space below to help establish them in your memory. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Lesson 5 – Heart of the Wise (topical study in Prov. 10-22) 
 
“Wisdom rests in the heart of a man of understanding, but it makes itself known even in the midst of fools.” 
(14:33) 

NOTE: This lesson is the first of six topical studies through Solomon’s proverbs found in chapters 10-22. 
Lesson 5 is intended to be a study of the heart of the wise, which includes his character, disposition, and 
desires. Lesson 6 will then take a look at the heart of the fool instead.  

 

Textual/Factual Questions 

1. See 11:2; 15:33; and 22:4. What quality is mentioned in these verses as being closely associated with 
wisdom and the fear of the Lord? 
 
 

2. See 10:8,17; 12:1,15; 13:1,10,18; and 15:31-32. What characterizes the wise, according to these 
verses? 

 
3. See 14:29-30; 15:18; and 16:32. What characterizes the wise, according to these verses? 

 

Thought Questions 

4. Read 16:32 again. Ponder the meaning of this proverb, using poetic devices discussed in lesson 1, and 
be prepared to discuss in class.  

 

5. See 21:15,17; 10:28; and 12:20. Can we get a picture of what brings the wise and righteous man joy? 
How would you describe that picture?  
 
 

6. Read 14:16 and 22:3. What is the wise man’s attitude towards evil and how do his actions reflect his 
attitude?  

 

7. “Whoever is righteous has regard for the life of his beast, but the mercy of the wicked is cruel.” (12:10 
ESV). This proverb gives a very specific teaching about the righteous. What broader application can we 
take from this proverb?  

 

 

Application 

- Reflect on the character and heart of the wise man seen in these passages. Begin to take steps this 
week to bring yourself closer to the picture of the wise that we see in these passages.  

 

 



 
 
Lesson 6 – The Heart of the Fool (topical study in Prov. 10-22) 
 

“Every prudent man acts with knowledge, But a fool displays folly.” (13:16) 

 

Textual/Factual Questions 

1. The Bible doesn’t use the word fool lightly. (Mt. 7:26, 25:3)  How is the word “fool” used in Proverbs?  
What is the fool lacking in the following verses? 

a. Proverbs 10:21 
b. Proverbs 12:15 
c. Proverbs 13:16 
d. Proverbs 14:9 
e. Proverbs 17:10 

 

Thought Questions 

Solomon shows us that if we want to avoid being foolish… 

 
2. We Must Take & Seek _____________________________________________ 

a. Proverbs 12:15, Proverbs 15:5, Proverbs 16:22 
 
 

3. We Must Control Our ______________________________________ 
a. Proverbs 12:16, Proverbs 14:16-17, Proverbs 29:11 

 
 

4. We Must Be Slow To _________________________________________ 
a. Proverbs 10:8,18, Proverbs 14:3, Proverbs 17:28 

 
 

5. We Must Choose Our _________________________________________ 
a. Proverbs 13:20, Proverbs 26:10, Proverbs 14:1 

 
 

6. We Must Put Our Faith ______________________________ 
a. Proverbs 1:7, Proverbs 28:26, Proverbs 26:11 

 
 

Application 

- Read Psalm 14:1.  How do the Proverbs help us understand this more fully? 
 

 

 

 



 
 
Lesson 7 – Wisdom & Our Work (topical study in Prov. 10-22) 
 
“A slack hand causes poverty, but the hand of the diligent makes rich.” (10:4) 

 

Textual/Factual Questions 

1. See 10:4; 12:24,27; 13:4. Contrast the results of diligence with the results of slothfulness. 
 
 
 

2. What is the metaphor used in 10:26 and what do you think it tells us about the sluggard? 
 

 
 

3. See 19:15 and 26:14. What is a common habit of the sluggard? 

 

 

4. What is the sluggard saying in 22:13? What do you think this means? 
 
 
 

Thought Questions 

5. Consider 21:5. What do you think this proverb is teaching about diligence?  

 

 

6. Consider 21:25 and 26:16. What may be the roots or causes of the sluggard’s laziness? 
 
 
 

7. Why do you think diligence is such an important part of walking on the wise and righteous path? And 
what areas of life do you think these principles apply? 

 

  

 

Application 

- Think of all the areas in your life where diligence is needed and reflect on how diligent you’ve been. 
Commit to making any necessary changes with a focus on the wisdom taught here in Proverbs about 
the behaviors of the diligent and the sluggard.  

 

 



 
 
Lesson 8 – Wisdom & Our Wealth (topical study in Prov. 10-22) 
 

“Better is a little with the fear of the Lord Than great treasure and turmoil with it.” (Prov. 15:16) 
“Better is a little with righteousness Than great income with injustice.” (Prov. 16:8) 

Textual/Factual Questions 

1. Please summarize what Proverbs teaches about Financial Security vs. Spiritual Security. 
a. Proverbs 10:15-16, 11:4, 11:28, 12:3, 15:6, 16:16, 18:10-11 

 
 

2. Proverbs not only addresses personal finances, but also business ethics.  What principles of honest 
and good business are taught in the following passages: 

a. Proverbs 10:2-3, 11:1, 11:18, 13:11, 21:6 

 

3. Proverbs gives us God’s wisdom to take wise actions and to maintain wise attitudes.  What actions and 
attitudes are highlighted in the following verses? 

Actions   ____  Attitudes                                          . 

  Pr. 13:22 ________________  Pr. 21:13 _________________ 

  Pr. 15:27 ________________  Pr. 17:1 _________________ 

  Pr. 17:26 ________________  Pr. 11:16-19  _________________ 
 

Thought Questions 

4. One major blessing of Proverbs, is that God teaches us how to handle situations before we find 
ourselves in the middle of them.  The following verses may not apply daily, but when we need them it is 
very important to already know the right choice.  What do we learn about… 
 

a. Conspicuous Consumption?  _____________________________ (Prov. 13:7) 
 

b. The Wise View of Dirty Jobs?  _____________________________ (Prov. 14:4) 
 

c. Deals That Seem Too Good?  _____________________________ (Prov. 14:15) 
 

d. Accepting Bribes?   _____________________________ (Prov. 15:27, 17:23) 
 

e. Over-Charging Customers?  _____________________________ (Prov. 16:11, 20:23) 
 

f. Collecting A Debt?   _____________________________ (Prov. 22:16) 

Application 

- Wealth can be the result of oppression and evil (22:16, 22:22) or it can be a blessing from the Lord. If 
we have worked and lived honorably, how should we view our wealth? (Prov. 10:22, 13:21, 14:11, 22:4) 

 



 
 
Lesson 9 – Wisdom & Our Speech (topical study in Chpts. 10-22) 
 
“Death and life are in the power of the tongue, and those who love it will eat its fruits.” (18:21) 

 

Textual/Factual Questions 

1. Read 10:11; 10:20-21; 11:9,11; 12:6; 12:13-14; 13:2-3; 14:3; 16:24; 18:6-7; and 
21:23. What are some of the benefits or results of speaking wisely/righteously? What about speaking 
foolishly/wickedly? 

 

 
2. Read 10:18-19; 11:9,12-13; 12:18,22; 16:28; 17:9; 18:2; 18:13; 20:25; and 26:28.  

What are some of the misuses of the tongue? 
 
 
 

3. See 15:1; 12:25; 10:19; 9:8; 28:13; and 13:14. What are some wise uses of the tongue?  
 
 

4. Read 15:4; 16:24; 15:28; and 10:19. What principles do you see about the wise and their speech 
overall?   
 
 

Thought Questions 

5. Read 12:23 and 24:5-6. How do we reconcile the teachings in these two proverbs?  

 

6. Read 6:16-19. In this list of seven things the Lord hates, how many involve the use of the tongue? 
 
 
 

7. Read 10:20; and 15:7,14. What word seems to be almost synonymous with the tongue? What does 
this teach us? 

Application 

- Consider again 12:25. Pick someone this week to whom you can offer “a good word” to make him or 
her glad.  

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Lesson 10 – Wisdom & Our Relationships (topical study in Prov. 10-22) 
 
“He who walks with wise men will be wise, But the companion of fools will suffer harm. “ 13:20 (NASB) 

 
Textual/Factual Questions 

1. Friendship:  Proverbs is overflowing with lessons on how to be a good friend and choose good friends.  
What do we learn in: 

• 12:26 _____________________ 14:6-7 _______________________ 
 

• 17:17 _____________________ 18:24   _______________________ 
 

2. Marriage: Consider Proverbs 18:22, 19:14.  Does this apply to husbands too?  Why is this important to 
remember in our marriages?  In what way does a spouse lead to the Lord’s favor? 
 
 

a. Consider Proverbs 19:3 and 21:9, 19.  Does this also apply to husbands?  How can we 
recognize when we’ve become contentious?  
 

3. Parenting: Proverbs 22:6 and 22:15 encourage a combination of what two parenting techniques? 
 
 

a. Proverbs 19:18 suggest there is limited time for discipline.  What are some lessons that are 
critical to teach in each stage? 

• Birth to Preschool 
• Elementary & Middle 
• Teen 
• Young Adult 

 
 

b. Proverbs envisions adult children as a source of joy in the lives of their parents. Please list 
some ways that we can bring joy to our parents as adults. (Proverbs 10:1, 12:7, 15:13, 15:29-
33, 17:6, 17:25, 19:26) 
 

Thought Questions 

4. What quality does Proverbs teach is essential to all relationships? (Proverbs 19:22, 20:6-7, 21:3) 
 
 
 

5. Proverbs encourages wise people to see out wise counselors.  How have you initiated the relationships 
described in 13:20 and 27:17? 

Application 

- What traits does Solomon warn us will destroy relationships? How does Proverbs help us overcome 
them? (Proverbs 10:12, 11:13, 11:29, 12:4, 12:18, 14:17, 16:5, 16:28, 17:4, 17:9,  

 


