
Knowing Who We Are Sermon Notes 

We are meant to be a family 

 There are a set of rules in the family environment 

 Feature of Family 

o All members of a Family know who is, and is not, a part of the family 

o Often these members change,  

 Babies 

 Deaths 

 Divorces 

 Marriages etc.. 

 Parallels and analogies apply to the Church here and at other groups. 

o Important to know who is and is not a member 

o Elders have a special role as Shepard of the flock 

 John 3:10-14 Shepard know the name of their flock 

 Often why Members are asked to stand up 

 Mark 15 the Shepard goes after the single sheep 

 What is the role of an Elder in regards to membership/family and our role 

o Member is not found in the Bible but the concept is very much found in the N.T. 

o Acts 9:26 Paul wanted to become a part of the group or identify with them 

o Once define that he was a disciple/ apostle he was granted  

o Paul went in and out among them in Jerusalem.   

 Elders Role, when wanting to place membership 

o Meet with prospective members (2 main questions asked) 

 how did you become a follower of Christ 

 What motivated them 

 How did they find their way 

 Reason asked this question is define their relationship with 

God and to ensure following the N.T. Principles of 

following God 

 Often the answers are enlightening and encouraging 

 If someone has not responded in the way that God requires 

becomes a teaching moment 

 Marital status of the person 

 These are sensitive issues to discuss 

 what is the circumstance of the situation 

 Matt 5 and 19:9 helps to understand the process 

 Not meant to be an inquisition 

 Meant to be a low key situation 

 Meant to be an opportunity to learn from everyone from both side 

 Don't expect that everyone has exactly the same beliefs on all 

subjects 

 Each person needs to have a deeper knowledge Col 2:2;9-10 

 Prays may be filled with knowledge and His will 

 May increase in Knowledge 



 Unfortunately, Not everyone is going to live in the manner that is 

pleasing to Him 

 There will be struggles with temptation and sin 

 We are like a hospital 

 We all have some problem that needs to be cures 

 Eph 4:14 we would no longer be like children tossed to and fro.  

 Understanding that we should grow in the stature and 

fullness of Christ 

 Just like a family, we will not always see the same way 

 With this kind of Diversity, something has to bind us 

together. 

 This in not always presented as well as it should 

 I am a member of the Church of Christ 

 I was raised in "the Church" 

 These are traditions that are perpetuated by 

men centuries ago to separate from others.  

 What Binds us together? 

 Eph q4:4 

 The 7 "ones" of binding 

 One God that we follow 

 One Body 

 One faith 

 One spirit 

 One Hope 

 One baptism 

 1 cor 15;3-8  Three things to agree on 

 that Jesus is the resurrected Son of God 

 These were prophesies 

 That Jesus did really die and was resurrected 

 Again prophesied 

 Appeared to reliable witnesses 

 Eph 1:20-23 

 Jesus is the King 

 He is the head of the Body 

 The body is the Church 

 We should recognize that we, in this 

building, Share a common belief as we are 

the body. 

 We understand what rules us 

 A Message from God 

 The Gospel account 

 John  of1:26; John 16:13 

 Jesus tells the disciples that he was going to 

send them the Holy Spirit 

 That they would have the message given to 

them to preach to the world 



 These men were eyewitnesses and addressed 

themselves as such 

 Paul in Eph 3 says the Spirit revealed things 

to him to share with others 

 No where is there any evidence that anyone would 

come later, take up the mantle and continue.  This 

message is permanent 

 Gal 1:8-10 no changes to the Gospel preached 

 Heb 1:1-2 Last days he spoke through his son 

 Jude 3 The faith once for all delivered 

 What happen in a family with more that one set of 

instructions? 

 Mother says one thing, dad another 

 How does this work out?   

 One set of instructions.   

 They can have disagreements about how it 

implement the rules, but the rules stay the 

same! 

 The Apostles did not have "bibles" to hand out.   

 The writhing and instructions were revered and 

honored 

 Two things hold us together 

 Jesus is the Son of God 

 The Word binds us 

 Members can leave and are often announces so that people can address 

this 

 Others may moved without notice 

 Another congregation 

 Better fit for them? Etc.. 

 We should recognize when a member is not there 

 Sometimes the departure is concerning: from here or elsewhere 

 Often requires a warning  

 2 Thessalonians 3:6 

 Rom 16:17 

 When people leave on their own is not the congregation 

withdrawing.  

 1 Jn 2:19 

 


