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Lesson 6:  Solomon the Builder 
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Digging Deeper into Bible and Archaeology – The following material is provided as 

reference material or a as deeper discussion and is optional for preparation for the class. 

 
First Kings 9:15 states that Solomon imposed a system of conscript labor that helped fortify “Hazor, 
Megiddo and Gezer.” One of Yadin’s prize discoveries was a six-chambered city gate connected to 
a double (or casemate) wall. This wall runs in a north-south line, cutting the upper city in two, an 
eastern half and a western half. It then encloses the western half of the tell, all that was occupied at 
this time. Yadin dated this wall and gate to the tenth century B.C. Nearly identical six-chambered 
gates were also uncovered at Megiddo and Gezer. Yadin attributed all three fortification systems to 
King Solomon. He did not do radiocarbon dating to confirm these conclusions. 

Yadin’s excavation at Megiddo was quite short. Most of the time he spent digging in northern Israel 
was at the mound of Hazor, where he found a six-chambered gate (three chambers on each side) 
that was almost identical to the city gate at Megiddo. Yadin knew his Bible well. No one had to call 
his attention to 1 Kings 9:15, which tells us that Solomon used forced labor to build three sites—
Hazor, Megiddo and Gezer. The Solomonic city of Megiddo was indeed grand, with its impressive 
six-chambered gateway, casemate city wall, stables and palaces. 

Some scholars now argue that the accomplishments of David and Solomon are not simply 
exaggerated in the Bible but that these kings either were fictitious characters or were nothing more 
than minor local “chiefs.” In the view of these scholars, neither David nor Solomon would have been 
capable of executing such large-scale building activities as those commonly attributed to them at 
Hazor, Megiddo and Gezer. The tenth century BC is especially important because that was the time 
of King David and King Solomon, the short period when ancient Israel was united under a single 
monarch. (David reigned from about 1010 B.C. to 970; Solomon, his son, from about 970 to 930 
B.C.). If we want to know what archaeology can tell us about this period, we have to know which 
archaeological discoveries—architecture, artifacts and other finds—date from the tenth century. The 
problem is that city gates and walls are notoriously difficult to date. They continue in use for a long 
time and, generally, very little pottery (used for dating) is associated with them. Whatever is found 
usually dates to the latest period of use. 

Yadin identified six major strata at Hazor, 
further subdivided into nine subphases 
later excavations find possibly as many as 
11 or 12. If excepted  based on the 
pottery, that the earliest Iron Age II 
stratum at Hazor dates to about 950 
B.C.E., then Iron Age II at Hazor lasted 
approximately 220 years (until 732 
B.C.E.). This means that the average 
stratum lasted only about 35 years (and 
only 15 years per phase). This is an 
exceedingly short time. Compare this with 
other sites: During the same time period, 
there were only three strata, each 
averaging about 70 years, at nearby Dan, 
as well as at Megiddo, Gezer and 
Lachish, to name just a few sites. 
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The Bible also helped the University of Chicago 
excavators identify some of the tripartite buildings 
at Megiddo. In the same Biblical passage already 
referred to (1 Kings 9:15), we are told that 
Solomon built “cities for chariots and cities for 
horsemen.” The tripartite buildings were the 
stables for Solomon’s horses. In tan are walls that 
were later than 1200 B.C. (Stratum VIIB) but 
earlier than the ninth century B.C. (Stratum IV). 
The excavators could not decide whether these 
walls belonged to Stratum VA–IVB, VA, VI or VIIA. 
The stones shown within the wall lines were 
stones actually found and drawn by the 
excavators; the walls consisting of hatched lines 
were reconstructed. It is immediately obvious that 
a very similar building existed underneath the 
Stratum IVA stables of the ninth century B.C. 

While the continued use of the sites and new 
constructions such has the stables at Megiddo do 
raise confusion there is adequate evidence of 
Solmon as a great builkder. 
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