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Lesson 10:  In the Days of Jesus 
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Digging Deeper into Bible and Archaeology – The following material is provided as 

reference material or a as deeper discussion and is optional for preparation for the class. 

Fishing was a major industry 
among the Israelites. 
Jerusalem had a Fish Gate, 
and presumably a fish 
market. Fish were caught 
with nets (Hab. 1:15), hooks 
(Is. 19:8; Matt. 17:27). 
Fishing is mentioned often in 
the Gospel accounts. Jesus 
used several illustrations 
about fishing. And no 
wonder! He spent much of 
his time teaching near or on 
the shores of the Sea of 
Galilee. (Matthew 4:13; 13:1, 
2; Mark 3:7, 8) This beautiful 
freshwater lake is some 13 
miles (20.92 km) long and 7 
miles (11.27 km) wide. As 
many as seven of Jesus’ 
apostles—Peter, Andrew, 
James, John, Philip, 
Thomas, and Nathanael—
may have been fishermen.—
John 21:2, 3 and from fishing 
villages (Mark 1:16-20, Luke 
8:2). Jesus also spent time in 
Galilean seaside villages 
such as Capernaum (Mark 
2:1) and Bethsaida (Luke 9:10). Magdala (Matt 15:39) was a fish-processing center. Economic and 
social issues arising from the daily lives of fishers and their families would have been familiar to 
Jesus, and references to fish emerge in gospel sayings (Matt 17:24-27), parables (Matt 13:47-48), 
and narratives (Mark 6:35-44).  
 
How the fishing was done. 

• Some fishing was done by casting a hook into the sea (Matthew 17:27). 

• The cast-net could be thrown by an individual fisherman (Matthew 4:18). 

• The seine or dragnet required several workers (Matthew 13:47). 

• The trammel net involved tying together several nets (Mark 1:19-20).  
 
Fishing was a fundamental part of the embedded agrarian economy of first-century Galilee. This 
region was ruled by Herod Antipas; a client king of the Romans. An “embedded” economy was one 
in which questions of production, processing, trade, and their regulation could not be separated from 
politics, religion, and family or village life.  
 

https://www.bibleodyssey.org/lightbox-bible-passage.aspx?passage=Luke+9%3a10
https://www.bibleodyssey.org/lightbox-bible-passage.aspx?passage=Matt+17%3a24-27
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Jesus established His base of operations in 
Capernaum, a city on the northwestern shore of 
the Sea of Galilee. While He spent very little 
time here, He always returned to Capernaum 
after various journeys throughout Galilee. Some 
of the most vital events in the Galilean ministry 
did take place in this populous and prosperous 
city. Vessels at Capernaum could load and 
unload cargo and passengers on several piers 
that extended about 100 feet from the 
promenade into the lake. Some of the piers are 
paired and curve toward each other, forming 
protected pools. Others are triangular in shape. 
According to the New Testament, under the rule 
of Herod Antipas a marine toll station was 
located at Capernaum, with the apostle 
Matthew in charge (Matthew 10:3). 
 

The first-century Capernaum synagogue in which Jesus preached 
has probably been found. It may never be fully excavated and 
exposed because that would require dismantling the beautiful 
white limestone synagogue built several centuries later and on 
top of the earlier synagogue. 
The date of this earlier building with basalt walls and a cobbled 

floor also seems clear. The pottery under the cobbled pavement 

dates from the third century B.C. to the latter half of the second 

century B.C. One of the coins found under the cobbled pavement 

was a coin of Ptolemy VIII Eugertes, who reigned from 146 B.C. 

to 117 B.C., although the coin may well have continued in 

circulation for some period after his death. On and in the cobbled 

pavement, the excavators found pottery sherds dating from the 

first century A.D. to the fourth century A.D.2 The floor was 

doubtless founded in the first century at the latest, and the basalt 

walls are clearly associated with this floor. 


